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THE SNAKE CHARMER

MOSES AND THE BRASS SERPENT

Theme: Salvation belongs to the Lord. “Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.” (Psalms 3:8) "It is God alone who saves. He is the fountain whence help and salvation come; and to Him alone the praise of all saved souls is due. His blessing is upon His people. Those who are saved from the power and the guilt of sin are His people. His mercy saved them; and it is by His blessing being continually upon them, that they continue to be saved by serving Him faithfully."

Text: "And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." (Numbers 21:4-9)

A TYPE OF CHRIST


A "type" is a representation or pre-figuring of something. We might think of it as a shadow or a template. There are many "types" or shadows in the Old Testament that point to Jesus. Melchizedek was pictured as a type of Christ. (Hebrews 7) Isaac was also a type of Christ. Isaac was Abraham's only son of promise. (Genesis 22:2) Jesus is God's only begotten Son. (John 3:16) Isaac was to be sacrificed in Moriah. (Genesis 22:2) Jesus was sacrificed outside of Jerusalem. (Hebrews 13:10-13) Isaac was considered dead by his father for three days. (Genesis 22:4) Jesus was dead for three days and then resurrected. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) Isaac carried wood for his own sacrifice. (Genesis 22:6) Jesus bore His own cross. (John 19:17-18) Isaac submitted willingly to his father. (Genesis 22:6-10) Jesus submitted willingly to His Father. (Matthew 26:39) Isaac was raised from altar, his life spared by the power of God. (Genesis 22:13-14) Jesus was raised from the dead by the power of God. (Romans 6:4) The Passover lamb was a type of Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:7) The serpent that Moses made of brass was a beautiful "type" of the sacrificial death of Jesus for our sins. John wrote, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up." (John 3:14)
A SIMPLE ACT OF FAITH

When the children of Israel left Mount Hor toward the Red Sea they had to go around the land of Edom. Somehow along the way they became discouraged and impatient. They even complained against God and against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, just to let us die in the desert? They complained both about the lack of water and the food. As punishment the Lord sent poisonous fiery serpents or snakes among them that bit and killed many of the people. The people admitted that it was wrong of them to insult the Lord and Moses. The people begged Moses to "pray unto the Lord, that He take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people." Instead of taking the serpents away God told Moses to "Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live." In a simple act of faith Moses obeyed the Lord. In a similar act of faith all of those who had been bitten by the poisonous snakes who looked at the bronze snake lived. Today I could just hear someone say, "I am not going to look at the snake and be healed. That would be snake salvation." I have heard many people say "I do not see a need to be baptized. That would be water salvation. Instead of having such an attitude as that why not, in a simple act of faith, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord." (Acts 22:16)

SIN BRINGS SO MUCH MISERY

Can you imagine the horror and dismay upon the faces and the hearts of the Israelites, when, for the first time, they saw themselves invaded by an army of fiery serpents? Picture the terror they felt when they saw their loved ones bitten and dying because of sin. They had stood bravely against the enemies of God. Now no weapon of war, no bow, no arrows could help them as they dealt with the consequences of their sins. The fright in the camp must have been horrible when word spread that the serpents were devouring the people. What misery they must have felt when the realized that these fiery serpents were the result of their own sins. Can we even conceive of the horror that a person felt after being bitten by one of these serpents? Watch these people as they die a miserable death. There would be writhing and contortions when the poison of the serpent infected their veins. That is the result of sin! Our sin may not bring the immediate result like happened with these fiery serpents but you can rest assured that our sins will bring miseries far more extreme than even the bite of the serpent could have caused. Imagine a person crying out, "I cannot and I must not die; I am unprepared!" 

GOD'S REMEDY FOR THE PROBLEM OF SIN

John wrote, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up." (John 3:14) The remedy for the Israelites who had been bitten by the fiery serpents was to look upon the serpent of brass that was lifted up on the pole by Moses. In unbelief some might have thought it absurd or ridiculous to look upon the serpent. Yet the serpent made by Moses and lifted up provided their only hope. Even if a person had made his own serpent and lifted it up and looked upon it saying "one serpent was not as good as another" he would still have died. Our remedy for our sins is Christ and Him crucified. "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man." (Hebrews 2:9) One serpent brought death to the Jews and another brought life. One man brought sin and death into the world and another man brought salvation. (Romans 5:12, Luke 2:11) "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God." (1 Corinthians 1:18) It did not matter what the Jews thought about of the brazen serpent there was no other means of cure. Just so Jesus Christ provides our only hope of salvation. 

WHAT WAS TO BE DONE WITH THE BRAZEN SERPENT 

AND WHAT WAS ISRAEL TO DO?


"Moses made a serpent of brass and put it upon a pole." He lifted it up as God commanded. Jesus was likewise lifted up as a sacrifice for our sins. Remember, He said, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up." (John 3:14) Jesus also said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) What are condemned and convicted sinners to do? The bitten Israelites were to look upon the serpent of brass that Moses lifted up. Today we are to look to Jesus in loving obedience. Sadly many will not come to Christ in humble obedience that they may be saved. "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin." (Romans 6:3-6) I wonder if any Jews were bitten by serpents and did not look and yet the remedy was available to them. Sadly today many have postponed the day of salvation, until the day of damnation has come. They never believed and surrendered to the Lord! "Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." (Hebrews 4:7)

WOSHIPPING THE SNAKE

More than 680 years after Moses had made the serpent in the wilderness we read, " Hezekiah removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan." (2 Kings 18:4) It is extremely sad that the children of Israel had kept that old brass snake and they were burning incense to it. It even had the name Nehushtan. The name Nehushtan means "a piece of brass or an old brass thing." The murmurers and complainers of Israel began worshiping the serpent on the pole. Israel worshiped the creature (the brass serpent) more than the creator (God). In Romans 1:25 we read, “Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.” (Romans 1:25)


Jesus has been lifted up. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 12:32) Be converted now! To become a Christian you must hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus as the Christ (Mark 16:16), repent of all sins (Acts 17:30), confess Christ as Lord (Acts 8:36) and be bap​tized for remission of sins. (Acts 2:38) After baptism remain faithful to God. (Revelation 2:10) Live your life looking to Jesus. "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:1-2)
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