
THE STRONG MAN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

THE STRONG MAN -- SAMSON

Theme: Strength belongs to the Lord: “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that strength belongeth unto God.” (Psalms 62:11) Samson's life is a mixture of both the best and the worst of mankind. The Bible forthrightly pictures the weaknesses of its heroes. This is one proof of inspiration. Books written by men color the narrative to make the heroes look better than they really are. Oliver Cromwell told an artist, "Paint me as I am, warts and all." The Bible forthrightly sets forth the story of Samson just as he is. His story is found in our Bibles in Judges 13-16. Judges 13:3-8 provides the background for our study of the strong man, Samson. "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God came unto me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his name: But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death. Then Manoah intreated the LORD, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall be born." 

SAMPSON WAS TO DELIVER ISRAEL

Sadly Israel turned away from God and began to worship idols again. So God gave them to their enemies. These ene​mies were the Philistines. We read, "And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years." (Judges 13:1) The Philistines worshiped an idol god called Dagon. Near the end of the story of Sampson we read, "Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand." (Judges 16:23) Dagon was a fish-shaped god with a man's head and body. The Bible records an interesting story about Dagon in 1 Samuel 5:1-5. "And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it from Ebenezer unto Ashdod. When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again. And when they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him. Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day." The Philistines had taken away all the Israel had for forty years. The people cried to God for deliverance and He heard them. God raised up Sampson, the strong man to deliver Israel. Samson became the strongest man mentioned in the Bible. He did not lead an army to free Israel. The things he did, he did alone. Sampson was rebellious against his parents and married a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines. God used this marriage to help free Israel from the Philistines. “And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines. And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife. Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well. But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the LORD, that he sought an occasion against the Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.” (Judges 14:1-4)

A LION FILLED WITH HONEY


Samson went down to Timnah. As he was passing through a vineyard a lion roared at him. Then the Lord's Spirit came upon Samson. He tore the lion apart with his bare hands. He went on his way and told no one of the lion. Later, Samson went to Timnah for his wed​ding. He stopped to look at the dead lion. It was filled with bees and honey. He scooped out some honey and ate it as he walked. Samson gave some honey to his parents. He did not tell them it had come from the dead lion. "Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion. And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion." (Judges 14:5-9)

A RIDDLE AT SAMSON'S WEDDING


Samson's wedding feast lasted for seven days. He made a bet with the young men that they could not tell his riddle. "Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly declare it me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments: But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it." (Judges 14:12-13) Sampson riddle was "Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness." They could not figure it out so they threatened his new wife. They said, "Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire." (Judges 14:15) She nagged Sampson and cried to him for seven days. He told her about the lion and honey. Samson's wife told the Philistines. He said to them, "If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle." (Judges 14:18) Samson had to bring them thirty suits of clothes and thirty sheets. The Lord's Spirit came upon Samson. He killed thirty Philistines and took their clothes. Samson was so angry that he left his wife and went home to live. 

A STRANGE WEAPON

Sampson decided to take his wife back only to find out that she had been given to another man. In anger he "Went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails. And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyards and olives." (Judges 15:4-5) Samson went to live at a place called Etam. The Philistine army attacked the tribe of Judah to capture Sampson. Then 3,000 men of Judah went to see Samson. Sampson allowed them to bind him and bring him back to the Philistines. The Philistines shouted joyfully when they saw that Samson was brought to them. But they did not know what he was about to do. Samson broke the new ropes as if they were string. He grabbed the jawbone of an ass and started swinging. That day, Samson killed a thousand Philistines with that strange weapon. After the battle Samson was so thirsty he was about to die. He called out to God and water sprang up from the ground. Samson later fell in love with another Philistine woman. Her name was Delilah. 

THE STRONG MAN'S SECRET

Sampson made poor choices in the women he chose to marry. This Delilah begged Samson to tell her the secret of his strength. If she found out she was to receive eleven hundred pieces of silver from the Philistines. At first Sampson lied to Delilah but finally he tired of her pleading and nagging. Day after day, she begged him for the secret of his strength. So he finally told her the mystery. "There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man." (Judges 16:17) Delilah at last had the secret. The Philistine chiefs came with money in their hands. That night Samson slept with his head in her lap. He was sound asleep. The Philistines quietly cut off Samson's long hair. He began to weaken and all his strength was gone. In Judges 16:21-22 we read, "But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaven."

THE DEATH OF SAMPSON

"The lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand." The Philistines shouted, drank and feasted. Dagon's temple was filled with 3,000 men women and children who made sport of Samson and laughed at him. While all of this was going on "Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them." Sampson knew what he would do. He "Said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them." (Judges 16:26) He pulled against the pillars with all his might. He prayed "Let me die with the Philistines." The temple fell on the feasting Philistines. Samson killed more Philistines in his death that he had in all his life.


Obeying from the heart the gospel of Christ by believing, repenting, confessing and being baptized identifies one with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. (Romans 6:3-5, Romans 6:17-18.)  The needed message in our day or in any day is the simple, powerful, saving gospel message. Obey the gospel today and enjoy new life in Christ.
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