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THE LION TAMER
DANIEL IN THE LIONS DEN


Theme: Prayer belongs to the Lord: “Pray without ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) Among the captives in Babylon was a young man named Daniel. God prepared him to become a great prophet of Israel. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, wanted young Jews to serve in his palace. They were to be bright, handsome and strong young men. Each must learn the Babylonian language and read its books. Wise men would teach them for three years. Then they would have jobs in the royal palace. Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. These men were from Judah. The king commanded that they be given Babylonian names. They were then called, Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. (Daniel 1:1-7)


  DANIEL PURPOSED IN HIS HEART
Daniel and his friends were brought to Nebuchadnezzar's palace. But their food had been offered to idols. “But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.” (Daniel 1:8) The prince of the eunuchs gave the Hebrews boys a ten day trail of eating food that would not defile their consciences. “At the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat.” (Daniel 1:15) So they never ate the idol's food. God gave these four wisdom and skill in Babylonian knowledge. Daniel also could understand dreams and visions. (Daniel 1:17) Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile himself. The person who has a firm purpose in his heart to do that which is right or to refrain from that which is wrong has considerable advan​tage over a person who has not formed such a purpose to serve God. When you purpose in your heart to honor God there will always be difficulties to encounter. A strong prayer life helps you keep that purpose to respect God. If you purpose to serve God you are not left to fight the battle in the heat of difficult temptation. If you wait until you get into a battle with the Devil to decide what you will do under such circumstances the tempter has a great advantage over you. It is difficult for people to think straight and calmly when they are under severe temptation. Daniel could not have maintained his self-respect if he had eaten the food in Babylon that he knew in his own heart that he would not eat back in Jerusalem. Daniel had favor with God because he purposed to serve God and he followed through on that purpose. We can enjoy the same favor from God if we will purpose in our hearts heart to do that which is right or to refrain from that which is wrong.
DANIEL WAS PROMOTED IN THE KINGDOM

King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream that troubled him but he could not remember it. He told his wise men to tell him his dream and its meaning. They said this was impossible. But with God’s help Daniel told him both the dream and what it meant. “Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” (Daniel 2:31-44) Before Daniel knew the vision he prayed to God. “I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king's matter.” (Daniel 2:23) There is a God in heaven who answers prayers. Daniel was among 120 princes were promoted over the entire kingdom. “Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.” (Daniel 6:1-3)
DANIEL’S JEALOUS ENEMIES


Daniels enemies were jealous and tried to find fault with him. “Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.” (Daniel 6:4) They knew that the only way they could find fault against Daniel would have to be something concerning his faithfulness to God. They asked the king to “make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.” When Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house. The king did not know that his statute affected Daniel in any way until he was told that Daniel had violated the law. (Daniel 6:13-14) Daniel prayed with his window open and facing Jerusalem. King Solomon said in dedicating the Temple, “And so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name.” (1 Kings 8:48) Daniel was a man of prayer. He “kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God.” As a result of the wicked, jealous men Daniel was thrown into the loins den. But God protected him there. He said, “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” (Daniel 6:22) 
DANIEL’S CONFESSION AND PRAYER
In the first year of Darius Daniel prayed a fervent prayer unto the Lord. He said, “I set my face unto the Lord God.” From the writings of Jeremiah he learned that the captivity was to last only seventy years. Knowing when the captivity began Daniel now knew that it was about time for the captivity to end. He prayed unto God and made confession. He set his face upon God or turned his attention to the Lord in prayer. He sought the Lord by prayer and supplications, with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. In his prayer Daniel confessed his sins and the sins if the people. He said, “We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments.” (Daniel 9:5)  Daniel said to God, “Righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces.” (Daniel 9:7) In prayer Daniel looked to God for mercy and forgiveness. If God was to deal with us strictly on the basis of justice, none of us would ever be saved. It is only when His justice is richly seasoned with mercy that we have any hope whatever of salvation. Forgiveness is a fruit of the mercy of God. Daniel rightly connects their suf​fering with the righteousness of God and their forgiveness with the mercy of God. Daniel was a great man of prayer. 



Only our sin stands in the way of many blessings from the hand of our benevolent Creator. Be converted now! To become a Christian you must hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus as the Christ (Mark 16:16), repent of all sins (Acts 17:30), confess Christ as Lord (Acts 8:36) and be bap​tized for remission of sins. (Acts 2:38) After baptism be a prayerful person. “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12)
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